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Abstract

The Iraqi judicial authority is regarded as the principal body responsible for the settlement of disputes within the Iraqi democratic
system. It undertakes the administration of the judiciary and other constitutional institutions, in addition to performing the task of
interpreting constitutional and legal texts and adjudicating on the constitutionality of laws. Throughout the history of modern Iraq, the
judiciary has passed through several stages in terms of independence, reaching its lowest levels during the dictatorial regime between
1977 and 2003, when the judicial authority became subordinate to the executive authority, represented by the Ministry of Justice under
the rule of the dissolved Revolutionary Command Council. With the establishment of the democratic system in Iraq, the Iraqi judiciary
regained its independence through the re-establishment of the Supreme Judicial Council as an authority independent from the executive
branch, entrusted with overseeing decisions issued by the government. The permanent Iraqi Constitution of 2005 further affirmed and
supported judicial authority and its independence through constitutional provisions explaining the functions and competencies of the
judicial authority within the permanent Iraqi Constitution.
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