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The Chinese role in settling disputes in the West Asia region and
its repercussions on activating the Belt and Road Initiative
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Abstract:

The agreement between Iran and Saudi Arabia to restore full
diplomatic relations between them represented an important and
vital achievement in the talks sponsored by China in the Arabian
Gulf region¢ and with important previous assistance from Iraq and
Oman¢ the two countries may have reached a deal that promises to
resolve the differences that were escalating between the two
countries. There is a long-standing rivalry between Sudan and Iran.
From Saudi Arabia's perspectivec Iran i1s a power bent on
rearranging the status quo and sowing unrest in the Middle East
through its support for non-state actors in Iraq¢ Lebanon¢ Syria¢ and
Yemen.

Saudi Arabia supports the Yemeni government recognized by the
Gulf states as well as some countries around the world¢ and Iran
supports the Houthis. Riyadh and Tehran severed their relations in
2016¢ so China had a prominent role in reaching a final agreement
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between the two countries and has become a major player in the
Middle East region¢ especially the Gulf region.
Keywords: zeroing out differences< West Asia¢ the Belt Initiative.
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