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Realistic theory school and its impact on foreign policy (the
United States of America as a model)
S s O 5 10 a0
College of Political Science/Al-Mustansiriya University

Abstract

Political realism is the antithesis of idealism in politics and
international relations, and it is certainly the opposite of extremism.
It is much closer to pragmatism, but it differs from pure
opportunism. Its emergence as a theory of foreign policy and its
presentation in the academic field was linked to American political
thought in the twentieth century. Realist theory dominated for
decades. On the field of theoretical study of international relations,
since it overcame the theses of idealist theory in the early twentieth
century. The post-World War Il period witnessed a complete
dominance of the assumptions of realism theory, and the dominance
of realism over the assumptions and premises of research in the field
of international relations theories during the Cold War period lasted
greatly, and the writings of thinkers such as Hans Morgenthau and
politicians such as Henry Kissinger and others played a major role
in this hegemony and dominated their realistic ideas On the strategic
thought and awareness of the American policy maker in the Cold
War era, the realist theory witnessed internal developments in the
post-Cold War era and the impact of the realist theory and its new
contributions to American strategic thinking and its behavior in
foreign policy in the post-Cold War world and in the twenty-first
century continued until the administration of President Joe Biden.

Keywords: realism, international politics, foreign policy
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